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Juvenile Delinquency
Juvenile delinquency refers to criminal behavior, conducted by a juvenile. In respect to the country of origin, a juvenile attains the age of majority somewhere between the ages of 15- 18. However, sometimes the age is lowered for murder and other capital offenses. Delinquency suggests conduct does not abide by the moral or the legal measures of society. Juvenile delinquency usually refers to acts committed by children, but if practiced by an adult they would be regarded as a criminal act. It is therefore differentiated from a status felony. So, when kids become afoul of the law, it is termed as a delinquent act. Such acts do not qualify to be called crimes since they would be for adults. For juvenile delinquents’ face adjudication but not a trial as for the case of adult’s individuals. After adjudication, the delinquents receive disposition and then they are sentenced. This paper presents exuberant great academic rich journals, articles, and books that highlight crucial information about juvenile delinquency.
Sander, J. B., Patall, E. A., Amoscato, L. A., Fisher, A. L., & Funk, C. (2012). A meta-analysis of the effect of juvenile delinquency interventions on academic outcomes. Children and Youth Services Review, 34(9), 1695-1708.
This journal highlights the idea entailing school to prison pipeline. Sander et al. (2012) accept that this issue is raised more concerns to juvenile delinquency and schooling activities among the youths. According to Sander et al. (2012), schooling to prison pipeline is a phrase that refers to a situation where students drop out of school to serious participation in crime and delinquency. This costs society a lot of concern and resources. From the statistics presented from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), close to 2 million children are apprehended yearly, and most of the arrests are related to acts of delinquency (Sander et al., 2012).
Petrosino, A., Turpin‐Petrosino, C., Hollis‐Peel, M. E., & Lavenberg, J. G. (2013). 'Scared Straight'and other juvenile awareness programs for preventing juvenile delinquency. Cochrane database of systematic reviews, (4).
Petrosino et al. (2013) posit that Cochrane database of system reviews provides a vivid examination of the topic of juvenile delinquency. The authors begin by defining juvenile delinquency which is also referred to as juvenile offending or youth offense, as the illegal trait performed by an individual before attaining the age of 18 years. The authors go on to demonstrate the effects of kids’ offense crime as a risk factor that triggers for later indulgent of the person with the criminal justice system when in maturity. The authors allude how juvenile delinquency is a national concern: due to this fact, the states everywhere are searching for effective approaches to tame juvenile delinquency (Petrosino et al., 2013). The authors further highlight the programs such as the scared straight that are used in various dimensions to provide reduced cost and quick to implement approach to avoid increase in juvenile delinquency. The primary objective of programs like Scared Straight is to schedule for visits to penitentiary facilities by children who are at risk of becoming delinquents (Petrosino et al., 2013).
Ryan, J. P., Williams, A. B., & Courtney, M. E. (2013). Adolescent neglect, juvenile delinquency and the risk of recidivism. Journal of youth and adolescence, 42(3), 454-465.
Ryan et al. (2013) in their empirical research argue that juvenile delinquency and more so repeat juvenile offending is an adverse public health issue. The authors contend that in 2009 only, the law enforcement agencies in the US apprehended about 1.9 million individuals below the age of 18. While this approximation stands for a 17percent drop from 2000, juvenile delinquents continue to account for over 15 percent of all violent offenses in addition to 24 percent of all property felonies (Ryan et al., 2013). The authors further indicate that the youths who get involved in delinquency acts are at risk of facing recidivism. Three policies have been implemented to fight against delinquents: separated jurisdiction, on-hold jurisdiction and concurrent jurisdiction (Ryan et al., 2013). Separate jurisdiction means the termination of a case either on the delinquency or depends on the section of court, and all services are offered by either juvenile justice or child welfare. While on-hold jurisdiction, models refer suspension of a case temporarily for dependency court proceedings. Concurrent jurisdiction which is the most commonly refers to the claims that are currently open to be serviced by the juvenile justice system and child welfare bodies.
 Meldrum, R. C., Connolly, G. M., Flexon, J., & Guerette, R. T. (2016). Parental low self-control, family environments, and juvenile delinquency. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 60(14), 1623-1644.
This journal demonstrates the impacts of high self-control a critical factor in the prevention against juvenile delinquency. The authors “Parental weak self-efficiency, family issues, and environment significantly contribute to major cases of juvenile delinquency (Meldrum et., 2016). The authors argue that paternal self-control and controlled elements of the family and society at large are crucial to assisting adolescents in shunning from evil acts at their tender age.  Self-control related to delinquency in a negative way as well as crime and all forms deviant acts. According Meldrum et al. (2016), maternal restraint positively relates to particular aspects of paternal guidance and disciplinary actions during adolescence development, which is essential in fighting this vice.
Chui, W. H., & Chan, H. C. O. (2012, August). An empirical investigation of social bonds and juvenile delinquency in Hong Kong. In Child & Youth Care Forum (Vol. 41, No. 4, pp. 371-386). Springer US.
According to Chui & Chan (2012), youth offense is a global problem that sparks adverse concerns to social norms. The authors posit that, the annual youth and juvenile crime rate were on the rise more than the past three decades with its peak being in the late 1980s to early 1990s. From the data shared by the Hong Kong statistics, youth offense was 212 per 100, 000 citizens and this growth have been consistent to 962 per 100, 000. Generally, social control theory states that individuals are inherently against social naturally in a position to committing criminal acts or delinquent acts (Chui and Chan, 2012). Therefore, the main factor that attributes to juvenile delinquency is weak social bonds. When individuals have a strong bond to society, they tend to embrace the spirit of harmony and peace. Therefore, they avoid evil acts of all kind. However, when the social bond is weak; the vice versa happens rapidly (Chui and Chan, 2012).
Nisar, M., Ullah, S., Ali, M., & Alam, S. (2015). Juvenile delinquency: The Influence of family, peer and economic factors on juvenile delinquents. Applied Science Reports, 9(1), 37-48.
This report begins by strongly condemning the crime and relating it to cancer that is afflicting the society humanity today. Crimes violate sacred values, laws, and customs that bind the society together. Nisar et al. (2015) concur that in the recent past crimes committed by juveniles has been reportedly high. The authors add that this has included serious violent acts like murder which are attributed to either drugs or gangs. This has prompted Congress and other states agencies to lower the number of years when juveniles should be tried as adults. Some societies believe that all juveniles should be treated as adults since they commit rampant and grievous offenses that disqualify them from being referred to as kids (Nisar et al., 2015).
Steketee, M., Junger, M., & Junger-Tas, J. (2013). Sex differences in the predictors of juvenile delinquency: Females are more susceptible to poor environments; males are influenced more by low self-control. Journal of contemporary criminal justice, 29(1), 88-105.
According to Steketee et al. (2013), high increase in crime over time has been reported to be high among the female youths than the male youths. The authors add that men and women harbor varying degrees of sensitivity when risk factors are being evaluated. This means that to some extent the factors that are related to men may not be the same factors implicating the female gender (Steketee et al., 2013). When there is a weak parent bond between the child and the parent, then there will be high chances of delinquency in males than in females. When it comes to differential socialization, lack of parental control tends to predict high delinquency in females than in males (Steketee et al., 2013).
Pechorro, P., Gonçalves, R. A., Maroco, J., Gama, A. P., Neves, S., & Nunes, C. (2014). Juvenile delinquency and psychopathic traits: An empirical study with Portuguese adolescents. International journal of offender therapy and comparative criminology, 58(2), 174-189.
This journal contacted a survey on youths by visiting police agencies and dissemination of questionnaires. The authors find that in most police data, the prevalent crimes were theft, burglary, vandalism, arson and assault (Pechoro et al., 2014). Most of the offenses were linked the youths. It was evidently clear that most crimes were being committed by delinquents. The same study was contacted in lower schools, and it was found that nearly half of the class had been questioned by the police departments for involving in delinquency acts. Many of the delinquents referred to complicated family ties as the cause of involvement certain acts that breach the norms of the society.
Kerig, P. K. (2012). Introduction to part I: Trauma and juvenile delinquency: Dynamics and developmental mechanisms.
Kerig (2012) claims that young girls who once faced trauma are subjects of delinquent acts. The author further explains that trauma disrupts the girls’ adolescence decision-making stage. The capacities that would rather save the young ladies from making informed decisions get distorted by traumatic events. Such girls end up affected by hyperarousal that interferes with independent thinking capacity and information processing system (Kerig, 2012). The outcome of the lives of these youthful women is to result in delinquency activities. The author digs deeper by determining whether emotional disturbances attribute impaired decision making and trauma. The authors' findings show that the relationship between exposure to trauma and implicated decision-making systems are increased by anger, substance abuse, depression, suicidal ideation, and somatic complaints. 
Pedro P.  Rui A. G., João M., Paula G., Saul N., & Cristina N. (2012). Juvenile Delinquency and Psychopathic Traits: An Empirical Study with Portuguese Adolescents 58(2), 174-189.
This empirical study begins by evaluating the crimes and their perception in society. Pedro et al. (2012) justify that practices such as shoplifting or assaulting an individual are viewed differently by the law-abiding citizens and the state agencies that enforce the law. The author says although most kids are sparringly engaged in minor offenses or antisocial activities, only a few of them are involved in serious crimes (Pedro et al., 2012). That small lot of the group that commits serious felonies is what constitutes the delinquency acts. This calls for the society and state as a whole to intervene and salvage the situation. 

